
 

 

 

 
 
 

For more information about the 
Nebraska Early Learning Connection 

Regional Partnerships, contact: 
   

 Terry Rohren 
Nebraska Department of Education 

Early Childhood Training Center 
 Phone: 402-557-6894 

E-mail: terry.rohren@nebraska.gov  

 
OR 

 
Visit the website at: 

 
www.education.ne.gov/oec/elc.html 

 
For more information about additional 
training and professional development 

resources, contact: 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD TRAINING CENTER 
Phone:  402-557-6880 

 
Early Learning Connection Regional 
Professional Development Partnerships 
are partially funded with federal CCDF, 
and a grant from Part C and Part B, 619 
IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act) administered by the 
Nebraska Department of Education.  
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Mission 

 
To build an effective, coordinated system for 

preparing, supporting, and recognizing the 

early childhood care and education workforce 

in order to provide high quality programs for 

young children and their families. 

 
Purpose 

 
All areas of Nebraska are served by Early 

Learning Connection Regional Partnerships 

working to support professional development 

for early childhood caregivers/teachers in 

inclusive home, center, and school-based 

programs.   

 

These partnerships work collaboratively to 

achieve high quality, affordable, accessible 

training for all those who work with young 

children and their families.   

 

The Early Learning Connection Partnerships 

are supported by the NDE offices of Early 

Childhood, Special Education, the Head Start 

State Collaboration Office and the Early 

Childhood Training Center.   

 

Grant awards support a full-time, paid 

coordinator in each area to provide leadership 

in maintaining and expanding existing 

partnerships to continue to improve the 

availability and quality training. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Nebraska Early Learning Connection Regional Partnerships (ELC) 

 

 
 

ELC Partnerships: 
 

 

 Assess the professional 
development needs of the early 
childhood care and education 
workforce 
 

 Work collaboratively to respond to 
local training needs 
 

 Coordinate existing and new 
training opportunities 
 

 Provide training that promotes 
inclusive practices and is evidence 
based 
 

 Increase the use of technology to 
facilitate collaboration and 
professional development 
 

 Build knowledge and skills 
described in Nebraska’s Core 
Competencies for Early Childhood 
Professionals 

 
 

Central Early Learning Partnership: 
Roxanne Vipond, 308-237-5927 ext 286, 
rvipond@esu10.org 
Educational Service Unit #10 
PO Box 850, Kearney, NE 68848 
  
Early Childhood Consortium of the Omaha Area:  
Jennifer Haggart, 402-597-4991, jhaggart@esu3.org 
Educational Service Unit #3 
6949 South 110th Street, Omaha, NE 68128 
  
High Plains Early Learning Connection Partnership:   
Cheryl Roche, 308-284-8481, croche@esu16.org 
Educational Service Unit #16 
314 West 1st Street, Ogallala, NE 69153 

  
Northern Early Learning Connection Partnership:   
Susan Strahm, 402-287-2061, sstrahm@esu1.org 
Educational Service Unit #1 
211 Tenth Street, Wakefield, NE 68784 

 

Panhandle Early Learning Connection Partnership: 
Nici Johnson, 308-254-4677, njohnson@esu13.org 
Educational Service Unit #13 
1114 Toledo Street, Sidney, NE 69162 
  
Platte Valley Early Learning Connection Partnership: 
Angel Story, 402-564-5753 ext. 1028, astory@esu7.org 
Educational Service Unit #7 
2563 44th Avenue, Columbus, NE 68601 
  
Southeast Early Learning Connection Partnership:  
Cara Small, 402-761-3341, csmall@esu6.org 
Educational Service Unit #6 
210 5th Street, Milford, NE 68405 

 


